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AND ANSWERES 
OVT OF THE CREED, 
AND OTHER GROVNDS 
of Religion, for the Aflurance 
of a-( kriStian mans 


Caluation, 


— _ -”——_ eo A” oo. » wAWSI - 


Queſtion. 


SF Hat are you by your: 
Profeſſion in Religion? 

= A. Chriſtian. 
| ©. Where is ſer downe 
QF the ſfumme of your 

Chriſtianitie ? 

- * A.lnthe(reed, 

2. What doth it teach you ? 

A. To bel-ene tn one God ,the Father,the Son, 
ana the holy Gheſt,and that this God hath. 
A3 a Churct 
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a Church hoty and Catholicke for the $4) 
wation whereof, the Sonne of God becan 
man,and hath purchaſed for it an etery, 
ſuhtritenc em the higheſt heanens, 

©. Whatis then your aſſured hope of body 
"and ſoule, it you hold on-in this faith 1 
the end ? 


A. Life Enerlaſting. 
'9.Doth not Death cut off the hope of en- 
10ying thereof ? 
A. No, for I beleene the reſarretFion of th: 
fad at the laſt Day. 
©. To be ſure hereof, what is it which you 
" uſt belecue and labour for before you 
die ? 
A. The forg: uereſſe of ſinners : for if [bee 6h 
Ons, [ can never be [ wt 
L. What manner of perſon then muſt yo! 


«. 


| - "be, to be ccriaine of the pardon of Your 
F fines! 2 
1 A.» 1 Saint: for Satrts enet) inherit | HeEAUCN, 
j ©9.With whomthen muſt youſecke to hauc 
| - flow {hip and familiaritic hecre in this 
life? 
A. With Saints. 
2. Whar is this your icllowſhip with them 
cailed ? 


A. The Cemmutnion of Saints. 
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9.Being i in this Communion, of what bo- 
dy are you a member ? 

A, Of the Catholike { hurch : ont of which ;s 
n0 Saluation, 

9, What doth gouerne and guide both it : 
"and you ? 

A, The holy Ghoſt: who #5 m all aud entry 
memver thereof. 

9.1f you be ſure of the forgiucneſle of fins, 
that you area Saint in the Communion 
of Saints, a member of the holy Catho- 
like Church,and ruled by the holyGhoſt, 
what is it that now you defire and dayly 
looke for ? 

A. The comming o of leſs Chrift from Heca- 
uen toindge beth the quicke and the aca. 
9. Wharis Hee, that you canfo loue and 

| Jon? after his appearance } > 

| fs He ts the onely Senne of the Fatt. Er, OH 

Lord, God and man oty Sautonr. 
. How came heto be man ? 

- He was coaceined b 'y the holy Ghar, 

0. Of whom was hee borne? 

A, Of ti e Viroim Alary. 

. What hath he done for you ? 

. He hath perfeitty ſmlfr led the / Law, being 

"4h; "tp obedient to hi Father in all things, 

Hee | ſuffered und:r Ponting Plate, wAs 
A 4 crucified 


Ga4l.2,30- 
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crucified, dead and buried, hee deſcended 
znto hell: and the third day hee roſe againe 
from the dead. 

©. What then became of him after his a. 
bode here a while ? 

A. He aſcended into Heanen, 

. What doth hetherenow ? 

A, Hee fitteth at theright hand of God the 
Father Almighty making Interceſſion for 
Us. 

ABur may you apply particularly and be- 

ceue, that he hath done all theſe things 
for you, as well as for any other? 

A. Tes werily { may ſay, that he was conceined 
and borne for me, ſuffered and crucified 

or me, dead and uried for me, that her 
deſcended into hell for me, that hee roſe a- 
gaine,and aſcended vp into Heauenfor me, 
making requeſt to the Father enen as well 
for meas for any other true beleener. 

2, How are you able thus to apply him? 

A,By the power of Fauh and the operation 
of the holy Ghoſt. 

©. But may not others ſay thus much out 
ofa preſumptuous imagination ? 

A. Tes, no donbt through the Spirit of error 
ſedncing them. | 


2. Thenhow doe you knorw, that this par- | 


ticular 
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ticular applying of Chriſt, and his bene- 
fits to you ? ariſcth not of ſuch a preſump- 
tuoUs CONCeit ? 

h, By my confermitie to him in ſome ſort as 
hee #s ſet ont tows in ſuch Articles of the 
Creed as doe concerne him. 

0. Relate if you can the particulars, the 
better to diſcouer the ſure grounds of this 
your confidence. 

AI, As [beleene Teſws Chriſt to be the be- 
gotten of the Father, and to bee his Sonne : 

gy, muſt [ be begotten of. God. Tam. 1.18. 
1. Cor. 4.15. Philem. verſe 10. and bee 
Gods Childe by adoption, John 5, 12. 
Gal.4.5o 

Il. As hee was conceined, and ſantiificd by 
the holy Ghoſt. 

So mnſt 1 be ſanthificd by the ſame Spirit. 

Rom. 15. 16. Act.26.18., 

III. As hee was borne. 

lomnFF [be borne anew. loh.1.13.& 3.3.5. 
I. PCt.1.25. 

IV. As hee 6beyed his Father, and did al- 
wates thoſe things that pleaſed him. 

W1n3F [ obey and endeauonr to pleaſe him 
'n 2/l things. Coll. 1, 10. 1. Theſf, 4. I 
Hed. 32.28. 2. Cor.s. 9, 

V. 4: hee ſuffered, 


0 
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So mrft Tſuffer with bim,Rom.8.17.2.Ti:r, Ml 
2,12, 1.Pet. 2.21. and for him, for (0: Mi) 
are herennto called,x. Pet. 2. 21. AR.14 
22, 2.[1m.3. 12» 

VI. Abe was crucified, 

So mnst I be crucified with him,Gal, 2. 2. 
euey the old man,Rom. 6. 6. and alſc :/; WM 
fl -ſh, with the affetions and tuft s theres , 

i Gal, Go 2.4 X \ 

VII. Ashee was dead. 

$o mnt [ be dead with him vnto fin, Rom 
6. 2, 8. and dead wnte the Law, Gal, 2. 

19, 

VIIE, As hewas buried. 

So muFt [ be buried with him by Baptiſm: ! 
Rom.6.4.Coll. 2.12. 

IX. Asbe deſcendea tnts Hell. 

So mnt ] bee humble im mine owne e's, 
arfrend downe in my thoughts of my [c!/ 
as itr5Hy deſerntng Hells If Iwerever 
ded according to my owne deſerts. 

Ne As he roſe apaine. 

Jo mu$t [ be quickned. Epl lo 2.5. aud ri 
with vim through the faith of the op 
tion of God, Coll. 2. 72. axd bt $717 « abs n 
with God, Rom... 6. 11. / mutt {1142 v9" i 
Ye aha, I.Pct.2. 24. aud Wilks 

wreſſe of hife.Rom.5.4. 


_ 


dQ | RF 
{> bs 44” 


Jy 
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\I. As be aſcended into Heancn, 


» mult [ aſcend in my aſjettonafter hiss, 
ſtriting to be dt ſſolned and to be with hins, 
Phil. 1.23. ſetting in tre meane ſeaſon my 
inde ox things aboue, Coll. 3.1, Having 
mV Cont ver{ationin Heauen, Phil, Jo 20. . 


Y[T. As be fatteth oz the right hand of God 


in Heaney, 


io mnFt [with others ſit together in heaunly 


L.. 


- 


places in Christ Teſus,Eph. 2.6. pon theſe 
prounds doe I aſſure my ſelfe to hane a 
right 3 in my bleſſed Saxony, to apply hins 
particular zo my {elſe for my endleſſe com- 
ks 

And indeed fo well thus you may doe, 
but now hauing certainely this riche | in 
le{us Chrilt his onely Sonic our Lord, 
what doth this faith worke in you to- 
wards God his Father ? 

To belcene tn him, and that hee is become 
”y Father alſs, and that hec will doe for 
me aboae all that I can ashs or chiske. 
lob. 16, 23-and 15. 17. and 14.13. for 
Sig 

Bur whatthiok you ofhis diuine power ? 
© That | rIee Zi exceedingly able abounaantly 
EPNC. 3. 20. to doe for me aboxe all that 
[ c:40 thinke, becauſe he & Almighty. 
GY 'herowvy 


8 Good Chriitt1n 


Q. Wherein doth thisappeare ? 

A. Becanſe he made Heauen and Earth, 

Q.Whar doe you conclude now out of all 
theſe things ? 

A. That I am ſafe under his at-ſufficiency for 
the goodof body and ſonle, by whoſe power, 
through faith I am kept wnto ſaluation, 
and ſo to enioy tife enerlafting, 1.Pct, t. 
G 

D. May you then liue ſecurely, as it were 
careleſly vponthis confidence. 

A. God forbid ; for I am commanded to 
worke ont my Saluation with feare and 
trembling, Phil. 2.12. And in my Creed 
1 am taught to beleene,that there is as well 
a Hell for the wicked, as a Heanen for th: 
Goaly, 

©. Now beſides this your Creed, are there 
any other helps, to awe a man to Goc- 
ward, and to kecpe him from carnall (e- 
curitie ? | 

A. Tes indeed, wry eafre to be conceined, ana 
10 be gatherea out of the other parts of the 
Common C'atechiſme with ſetled media: 
riens thereupon, 


©. As howl pray you, vpon the Comman- 


* dements ? 


A. 1. To thinks (erionſly whoſe they be, enen 


the 
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the precepts of the God of Heanen end 

earth,terrible in wrath and without reſpeft 

of perſon in executing vengeance againſt 
tranſgrefſors. 

|. That they are the rule of righteonſneſſe, 

to enery Chriftian concerning hs antie to 

God, to man, and to himſelfe. 

111. That a curſe is wpon exery one, hat 
ether wilfully or careleſly leadeth a life 
without conſciouable reſpet wnto theſe 
Commandements. 

IV. That by eur Charch we are taught, and 
with our mouthes wee pray, that the Lord 
would haue mercy vpou vs, to encline our 
hearts to keepe enery Law, and we beſeech 
him to write all theſe his Lawes in eur 
hearts. 

V. That in thus praying in words, and yet 
without affettion of heart, or conſciente of 
obedience we mocke God, and pronoke him 
the more to wrath, by ſo aalhying with ſnl) 
a dreadfull Maieſtie. 

VI. That this Law was ginen in great ter- 
rour, making all Iſraell to feare and trem.. 
ble at the delinery thereof : Oh then thinke 
what wilbe that horror 1m mens hearts, 

wher\God comes to execute bis Tuſtice,pow- 
ring vyals of wrath upon therebellions, ; 

V I ] « The ny 
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exhorted ws to obey them, {:ft menzoy al; 
examples of men lining tn obedience, Let. : 

ing and rewaraing them for well dcing, 
with promiſes of his mercees to all other 5 
that jo doe,and roreward them with cncy. 
lafting gloryt inthe end, 

V 11l. Ava laſtly, thit Gold on the or. 
trary bath acherted ws from trav/areſſe- 
ons, left fexref1 ll examples of his wrath 
opor Offenders, threatning ft: {! to te 
Vengeance vpon excry ſech wicked as, 
and in the end to calt them all into Hell. 
there to be tormented tn flaming fire with 
the Denill and hs Angells, for ener. 

Q. Theſe cight Me:litations may ſhake ar ry: 
{(touteſt heart and humble the hiche 
thoughts of fuch as make no cor ſcience 
of finne, and g0C ON 13 their courſes, Pur 
how may a man fromthe Lords prayer, 
rouze vp his neart trom carnall fecuri- 
Tic. 

A. If rogoety onderStanding what he aiketh, 
and hath alſo a trite deſire to obtaine what 
heecraucth of Cod, if I ſay, hee ſhall ac- 
7/3: und queStions of bins elfe before hc ODr ay, 
thus meattating. 

I. How can [ ( except ] refolus to 7 

Go. 
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God ) ſay hallowed be thy Name, by mein 


an holy conuer/ation, and yet line in all 

prophaneneſſe, lewdly diſhanouring vs 

Name, abuſing his mercy and benefits, not 

regarding his Inflice, and lining without 

all reſpett of hrs Glory and praiſc? 

i1. How cas | ſay thy Kingdome come,and 

deſire that God may evett 2p here a King- 

downs of grace in our hearts, by his Spiri, 

Ward , and the Miniſtery of fauthfull 
Teachers ,to prepare vs ts Glory, and yet 
refoſt the motions of the Spirit, refuſe to bo 
ruled by him, hate Gods Miniſters, mocke 
at the preaching of the Word, iſt at the 
reading of Scriptures, and line a5 if there 
were zeither Heauen nor Hell, God nor 
Demill, nor any day of Indgement ! 

111. How can | begge heartily to doe God: 
all here im Earth as it ts in Heanen, and 
yet lint in ignorance of Gods Will, follow- 
ing my ewne lſts, or other mens wills, dc- 
ſpifing the renealed will of God, newer do- - 
ng what God would haue done, as hee re- 
quires his will tobe doneto wi , willinply, 
readily goyfull ofanthfull yfncerely,ef c0- 
[txntly: But if I doit ,it is 100 too vnwlling- 
t) with aeferring off ,by halfes, with by -re- 
ſpells, and but onely by fits in ſome fiche- 


at le, 
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neſſe, or other croſſe. 

I 'V. How can 1 enery day (ay, Gine me this 
day my dayly bread, to wit, that which is 
mine, honeſtly andinuſtly come by; and yet 
line either idly or diſtruſftfully in exceſſine 
care,or fraudulently, getting maintenance 
by coozvnage and deceit and riches by op- 
preſſion, (wry and extortion,by ſhifting by 
gaming, yea by ſwearing, forſwearing yob- 
bery and theft diſtruſting continually God: 
prouidence, in the vſe of lawfull meanes a; 
fearing loſſe thereby ? 

V. How can 1 deſire with ſorrow, mn Jour of 

0 


' fnne, the pardonof ſinne, enen as [ forgine 


others tr:(þaſſing againſt me, and yet wal- 


tow in ſinne, as the Swine in mirein drun- 
kemnneſſe adultery, pluttony murther,(lan- 
der dying ſwearing, forſwearing aud / gs 
dy courting alſoin malice enme, oruaging, 
5/l-will, with deſire of renenge , and in 0- 
ther uncharitable courſes? 

V 1, How can 1 deſire to bee delivered from 
enul, and the power of temptations, and 
get wilfully runne into ill company hearke» 
toil! Conmſell, followill examples auoiding 
the foctetie of ſrch as be well diſpoſed ; but 
eafity yeelding to $ athans ſuggeſtions, f þ 
dying to fdfill the deſires and luſts #/ oy 
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weſh, and conforming 17 CHery Vamme f4 [hs 
on, cuſtome and pratlice of this preſent 
world ? 

9, Surely, if every man would thus aske 
nimſelfe, before he begin to pray, either 
ir would reforme him,or make him moſt 
nexculable at the Barre of Gods Juſtice, 
would it not ? 


A.Tes, withont all peraduentrure , if a man 
withall conſider: 


|. That Prayer ts an immediate preſenting of 
4 mans ſelfe into Gods holy preſence,a Ma- 
ieſtie infinite and of great glory , not to be 
abuſed with idle lip- labor. 


IT, That hee preſumeth to call God Father 
in Heauen, which cannot bee but by dinine 
grace, and by the ſþirit of adoption, there- 
fore hee being graceleſſe muſt needs herein 
abnſe God by claming a Sonne-ſhip without 
the ſpirit of Regeneration, 


1, That his owne month witneſſeth againſt 
biz owne wayes, while bee making requeſt, 
for that which he utterly in heart, and yet 
life oppoſeth, and ſo prepareth for himi- 
ſlfe without all excuſe matter of inſt con- 
iemnation , except bee wſe the meanes to 
«14ine to that which in words hte ſeemeth 

B | Fl ayty 
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dayly to requeſt for himſelfe at God; 


hands. 

2. Can you ſhew me how a man may bee 
mouedto a holy life, by meditating ypon 
his baptiſme ? . 

A.Tes: 1. He mnt know,that by it he 1s mad: 
4 member of Chrift the Child of God aud 

an Inheritor of the Kingdome of Heanen: 
If he berenued by the holy Ghoſt, reformed 

#n life, and haue the ſtipulation of a good 
conſcience , as all hane that bee baptiſed 
with the holy Ghoft, which ts that #nwari 
baptiſme. 

II. That he made a preat and ſolemne C'- 
Htzant then before God and before tht 
Lords people. 1. To forſake the Demi, 
the world, and the fleſh, and nener tobt 
led by them. 2. To fight vnder Chrif 
Banner againſt all Chriits andhzs (þwi 
tuall Enemies, continuing C briſt fait 
fall Sonldier and Sernant to his lint 
end, 

I1T. That this Conexant thus made , (© [0 
lemnety, ſo ſealed with Chrifts preti 
blood, the performance of it will be aſ 
redly required at bis hands one day. 

L2.How may a man ftirre vp his ſoule toti 


thought of heauenly things , and to 
mend 


looke to thy Creede. I5 
mendment of life from the Lords Sup- 


Fo 

A. By conſidering what the whole ation [et- 
teth forth unto him, 

I. A linely repreſentation unto owr eyes in the 
ſignes of the death and paſſion of our Lord 
and Sazionr leſws Chriſt, the bleſſed pro- 
pitiation and ſacrifice for on ſinnes, 

Il. Gods infinite mercie in ginmg his ſoune, 
and Chriſts vnſpeakeable lowe in being 
willing to die for vs mſerableſinuers. 

111. Hereupon to tudge of the deſperate, and 
viterly forlorne a of al! mankimae, 
with loſſe of Gods fanour, and the hope of 
heanen, being accurſed for ener and dam- 
nedin Hell, if this had nat beene a reme- 
die beyond merit of all men avd Angels,and 
the worth of ten thouſand Worlds. 

4nd that therefore wee owe ts God for this ſo 
unſpeakable a ben fit our bodtes,onr ſonles, 
our goods,our lines,yea all and exery thing, 
whatſoener we be, to his glory and praiſes 

9. Surely, mee rhinkes, that theſe things 
ſhould prefle the moſt rebellious heart 
that may be, to haue remorſe for finne, 
and to leaue off all his impious courlſes, 
and to ſet himſelte carefully ro the holy 
lernice of his Maker and Redeemer : Bur 

B 2 yer 
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yet I finde by experience euery Where 
that isnot {o : What thinke you may | 
the cauſe, that moſt, for all this, live (o (+. 
curely,v ichout any feare of Hell, and 21 

{o vainely confidenr of their enioying of 
Heaucn,and yetno better preparedfor it 

A. The maine reaſon ts the ignorance of ohei 
[pirituall eſtate throug the darkmeſſe that 
7 inthem, andinbred corruption drm: 
the eye-fight of the Sonle, that they cannit 
{ce what they are, nor whither they be 56 
Ing. : 

L. In how many things doe this ignorance 
 ofthemſelues appeare ; ? 

A. Proncipally i in two things. 

2. Which is the firſt? 

A. That they Cannot be perſwaded that t/, ef 
bee ſo bad, as they indeed are. This con- 
cert we may ſeein Hazael,2. Kings 8.15, 
who wonld ro more beleere what the P+1- 
phet fpake of his crucll nature, then het 
cexld beleene himſelfe of a man to be tir- 
ned into a dog: The proud Phariſee denied 
kimiſelfe te bee an extortioner or wm! 
Luke 18.11. Ayd yer be was full of | | 
in, Luke, 11. 39. The Priefts in Mal. 
6.7. would net be held deſpiſers and pol: 
ters of Gods Name, nog the Tewes gut 
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of blood, Ter. 2,435. nor the wicked as 
the laſt day to hane beene unm?rofull, bur 
will ent-face (brift with a flat d: niall, 
Mat.25. yea Peter was tainted with this 
conceitedneſſe for by no words of Chriſt, 
would he beleene himſelfe to be ſuch a Co- 
ward, as to bee vrought to deny Chriſt, 
Math. 26. and yet he did, the malunons, 
will not be malitious, nor the proud,prond, 
nor the couctons, nor the vainegtorions [0, 
vor /0. 

9, How commeth this conceite to bee fo 
ſtrong in them ? 

, Through sgnorance of their owne corrup- 
ruptions; the deceitfulueſſe of their awne 
hearts, and careleſneſſe to try and ſearch 
out their waies, to know themſelues. 

9, Which is the other thing in which the 
ignorance of rhemſelues appearerh? - 

\.'n being conceited that they are farre bet- 
t:r then tnaced they be. The lewes guilty 
of blood,(aid,we are innocent, ler. 2.35» 
The blinde guides, Matthe 13. will boaſt 
rat they ſee, Toh. 9. 41. Rom. 2. 17. 
4. They that AYe nothing, yet willthinks 
temſelues ſome ths, Gal. 6.3. Zidkias 
wil ſuppoſe himſelfe ro hane the $ pert of 
7 God, 1. Kings 22. when it was alying 
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ſpirit of Sathan. The Rich young man 
Matth. 19.20. held himſelfe perfett and 
wanting nothing, ſuch a conceited fools 
was the Laodicean Angell, Reu. 3. yes 
there is a generation pure in their own: 
ejes, and yet are not cleuſed from their fil. 
thineſſe, Pro. 30. 12. 

D.What maketh themto be then conceited 
of themiclues? 

A.L ef flattering hamonr in them, apt t1 
ſoothe themſelues in their owne concen, 
Pſa. 6. 2. And ſo te bleſſe themſelues 4- 
gainſt all ar Deut. 29. 18, 19. 
Amos 9. 10. Ela. 28. 15. ler. 5.12, 11, 
Zeph. 1. 12. Pſal.10.6. 

I 1. Gods paſſing them ouer with ſilence, ani 
not afflitting nor puniſhing them: where 
pon they thinke God to be like unto them- 
ſelues, to allow of their comrſes, Plal. 50. 
2I. Elſe not toſee, or not toregard they 
wayes, or ſeeing them, yet that hee thin 

forgine them; ſo doe they pur Gods [ndgt- 
ments farre away out of their fight. Plal 
10.5,11,13. | 

III. By comparing themſelues , firſt wit 
their owne ſelues, looking onely vpon thi 
which they bke, andthat which they thin! 
others will like in them, as the Phari/t 


wi 
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thing, and what enill he had not done, but 
wot what enill he did, Secondly, By coms- 
paring themſelnes with other like them- 
ſelues ; doing what they doe, the Phariſes 


who looked 2. pon his faſting, praying, ty- Luke 18, 


ſaid, doe any of the Phariſes and Elders Toh.,, q5.48 


beliewe on bim; ſo the falſe Apoſtles did, 
2. Cor. 10. 12. . Thirdly, By comparing 
themſelnes with ſuch as are m their con« 
ceit worſe then themſelnes ; Thus the Pha= 
riſee preferred himſelfe before the poore 
Pwblican, Luke 18. And the Elder ſonne 
before his prodigall brother, Luke 16. 29. 
Not then diſcerning his contempt to his 
Father, and his unuaturalneſſe to his Bro- 
ther. F ourthly, By comparing themſelues 
with the Godly,not in beholding their wer 
tnes, but their falls ; from which if they 
can finde themſelues cleere outwardly,thes 
they lift vp their crefts , and crow alowd 
in their owne praiſes. 

IV. By doing ſometimes ſome things which 
procure them ſome praiſes with the Godly, 
as Ichu did, who had Tonadab, with him 
in his &talous proſecution of Gods { om- 

. mand, againſt the hawſe of Ahab, and Ba- 
als Prieſts. 

V. By haning ſome forme of Godlineſſe, 

| B 4 thong b 
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though they be without the power theres} | 
2. Im. 3.5. By faymg ſome prayers, by 
comming to Gods Houſe, they thinke 1): 
enils done ts acquitted thereby, Ter. 7.16, 
and they for comming to heare God: 
Word, tobe accepted of Chriſt, Luke 1. 
26, 

V 1. By their outward proſperity aud weal:, 
ſometimes, ſo they doe thinke them(elac: 
3c, Prou. 28.11.4nd bleſſe God,becas': 
they are rich, though the manner of get. 
ting be naught, Zacha. 11. 5. andhaains 
#o changes like other men, they grow /:- 
curewithont feare of exill, Plal. 10.6. 

V II. By their conſcience lymg a ſleepe or 
deadinthem, nener troubling them,which 
commeth to paſſe either through groſſe ig- 
norance, or wilfull carele(neſſe going on in 
(in, and ſo grow obſtinate through "home 
in firnng : they conclude peace with God, 
and ſo tobeina happyeſtate, Dcut. 29.15 
when all this time the ſtrong man hoepes 
houſe inthem, Luke 11.21. 

VIII. Becavſe theyline perhaps very ct111/- 
ty and quietly wathing tn moral bont/!) 
with praiſe of men, abſtayning from 9't- 
ward ſcandalous conrſes, whareaome, 


arunkenneſſe, coozenins trickes, and 0117 
| , FPY / 
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ſoule enils, which they ſee others to com- 
mit, vhon which they concinde (making 
withall a generals profeſſi om of Chrti- 
Many ) that they are indued with hea- 
venly graces of Gods regenerating $ pert, 
ot knowmg O07 not conſidering, that this 
may be bur the reſtrayning power of God, 
as in Abimelech, Gen. 20 6, or feare and 
ſhame with holdmg, as it did the Enemies 
of Chriſt, and of his «Apoſtles; Acts 4. 
14.21.07 ſome awe and reſþctt unto ſome 
man of authoritic and wiſedome, as in Ats 
34-38,39. or on-ly ſome pol/icte to ab- 
FAS for a timr ; as in Abſalon and in 
Haman,who forbore a ſþace from outward * 54m-13 22 
violence, Efler 5« 10. 0r it may be awell 
tempered nature, o:ided by worldly wiſe- 
dome, and net by {ating grace. 
IX. Becauſe they can and doe {ometizzes 
commend good thi-gs in thoſe that are 
worthy praiſe, doe allow of them and dc ſire 
tetr company,” as Ichu did Tonadabs , 
Adoniah Ionathans, 1. Kings 1.41. Da- 
tius Daniels good and liberty. Dan. 6. or 
for that they can ſpeake againſt the euill 
deeds of others, inftly to be condemned, 
as did the Scribes and Phariſes Mat. 23. 
22, 3O, 34. Tpon theſe things rhey con- 
clade, 
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clude, that they loue the Godly, and 
hate thewicked , and ſo thinke themſcl ue: 
tobeina good caſe, when yet we ſee, how 
the wicked may doe as much. 

Xo When ſome affliftions befall them, then 
of they caw ſay that theſe are croſſes 
which God ſends them for tryalls, or for 
their fines, and can ſay with ſome fight 
ſigh, God haue mercy on vs, and can ſay, 
I pray God we may make a good uſe there. 
of, they conclude that they are penitent, 
that they haue made a good confeſſion, aud 
that they are humble, and are very good 
Chriftians,althoug9 they remaine altoge- 
ther the ſame perſons they were before. 
Theſe and many other ſach like reaſon 
doe make then to thinke ſo well of them- 
ſelues. 

. But why doe not ſuch labour co finde 
out their deceits, and learne better to 
know themlelues? 

A. The Reaſons may be theſe : 

I. Their not gining C redit to their Teacher! 
inſtruftions, concerxing theſe things, ani 
the need of trying themſclues. 

11. Their not diſcerning wherein other either 
ave, or can be inbetter caſe before God, 


thenthgy themſelnes : for they perceine - 
M1219 
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the inward power of Religion, and linely 
effeftnalneſſe of grace, they being ſeuſnall 
hazing not the holy Spirit, t. Cor. 2. 9. 
10,11, 14. lude 9, 
I1I. Their sgnorance of the true meanes to 
nde ont themſelues, and careleſneſſe to 
know them ; thinking the labour bat 4 
needleſſe carioſtty, 
IV. Thesr being bufied abont the World, fol- 
lowing their prefits, or pleaſures, or hun- 
ting after hononrs, fulfilling the deſires of 
the fleſh and the minde, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, wherewith they are [o taken wp, 
as they cannot poſſible attend to theſe 
things of an higher Nature, and deeper 
ſtramne ; 
V. Their preſumptuons conceit of mercy,and 
putting vp allon Chriſts ſcore, without 4-. 
ny more adoe, till they come to thesr ſicke 
bed, and to bid farewell for ener to the 
World. 
VI. Their liberty which in many things they 
take to therſelues agreable to their cor- 
ropt nature, to the faſhions and cuſtomes 
of the World according to the preſent times 
( which they inwardly effeling, neuher 
can, nor will let goe ) ſuſfereth thens not 
tocome to a more narrow ſearch of their 
wayes, 
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wayes,; nor to a more flrift examination of 
their courſes, 

V 11. The liberty which they ſee moſt doe 
take : ſuch as be of the wiſer ſort ( ſo re- 
puted in the world) learned men, great 
perſons in Church and common wealth ; 
whom they ſet before chem as patterns and 
doe deſire to follow, 

V III. end laſtly, their Indgement indif- 
ferent in Relugions ; this or that ; they 
holding it fit for prinate perſons to profeſſe 
the Religion of the State, be it what it will 
be without diſpute ryhether right or wron; 
of God or mary, Theſeif men would ex4- 
mine themſelves thronghly ſhall be found 
the reaſons why men make ns ftratter ftep: 
in th:1r profeſſion of Religion, 

©, Verily it's very l:kely, bur ſeeing too 
many make an indifferency of Religion. 
Ler mce queſtion you further in a few 
things; Tell me whether there bee any 
ether Religion, then the true Religion ? 

A. True Religion, is the onely Religion and 
is but only one; all other are ſuperſtitions 
and 1dolatry, and no Religion indeed, but 
bumane or diabolicall innentions, drawing 
men from the true God aud wor ſhip of his 
Name. 


Q. What 
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9, What is then true Religion ? 

A. True Relig10n and ondefiled before God 
the Father, ts the true worſhip and right 
[eruing of him, according to bis owne Will 
in Spirit and in Truth. 

2. Secing falſe religions will pretend much, 
«har are the certaine markes of true Re- 
ligion, differing it from all thele falſe re- 
ligions ? 

A, 1. 1: teacheth and direfleth to enely one, 
and that the true and ener lining Ged : 
The Trenity in Vanity, and the Vnity in Tri- 
nity. ; 

II lt teacheth and direfeth to a true and 
right wor ſhipping of the ſame God, in Spi- 
rit and Truth, | 

I1I. Ir teacheth and direfeth to one onely 
true Rule, eucn his owne Will, made 
knowne by his owne Word, how, and accor- 
ding rowhich, this his wor ſhip us ts be done 
and none otherwiſe. 

iV. It teacheth and direfleth man to the 
right knowledge of himſelfe, to kaow that 
he was perfett by Creation; but by the fall 
:s wholly corrupted, and [eperated fron 
Gods fanonr, till reconciliation be mage. 

V. It teacheth and diretfleth to one oncly 
39ſt ſure and certain? meanes of mans re- 

conery 
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comMery into Gods aſſured lowe againe, een 
by Ieſas Chrift bis ſacrifice, mediation an/ 
anterceſſion making an. attonement and 
purchaſing for vs an eternall inheritance, 


V I. Ieteacheth and direftith vs how te bee 


thankefall for ſo great mercies, both for 
matter, manner, and end, thereof in well 
pleaſing obedience to God, in duties of lone 
andcharity to our neighbour,and to keepe 
our ſelues vxſpotted of the world, 
'9. This indeed is true Religion, butnow in 
your profeſſion, can you difference your 
telfe rightly by ſome one maine point or 
other, from all ſorts of wicked ones; and 
from their paths of death and damnati- 
on? 
A. Tes I ſnppoſe, if you pleaſe to try me. 
2. How difference you your ſelte fromth* 
Alrheift and his Arhei(me ? 
A. Bybeleenting a God, and lining thereafter. 
9, How from the Gentiles, the Heathen ]: 
dolatours, and their Gentiliſme-? 
A. By beleenxing one God the true G ed, and 
worſhipping him without any 1doll or 1- 
mages 
9, How from the meere Naturaliſt, know-. 
ing God by his workes, and diſcourte 
of reaſon onely ? 

AANor: 
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A, More cleerely and truely from Gods 
owne Word by the illumination of his Spi- 
rit, oniding my [ndgement therein. 

9, How from Iewes and their Iudaiſme ? 

A. By beleening that their yet expetted Meſ- 
ſias,ts our Lord and Sauionr leſs ( brift, 
and none other ; by whoſe comming the 
Ceremontall Law of Moſes is viterly a- 
boliſhed, 

9. How from Turkes , and their Turcil- 
me ? 

A. By beleening God tobe the Father beget- 
ting, the Sonne begotten, and the holy 
Ghoſt proceeding; and that their Maho- 
met was a wicked Seducer, his law forged, 
and he a damned falſe Prophet. 

9. How fromall Hereticks in generall ? 

A, By holding emer the truth in lowe, and n:- 
ner defending any Error obſtunately. 

2. Bur ſeeing their hath beene, and are 
many Hereticks; how doe you difference 
your ſelfe from cuery of them? 

A. They hane beene innumerable ; and this 
were an endleſſe worke; but if you pleaſe, 
aike of th:ſe which now are moſt commons. 
ly knowne, and which are often meutioned 
and read of. 

2.Wuh a good will ; How doe you diffe- 


rence 
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rence your lelfe from Arriazys and Aria. 
nilme ? 

A .'By acknowleaging that Teſs ( hriſ? the 

ſecond perſon tn 7 rinity ts both God an; 
man, as Godequall with the Father, ana 
the ſame ſubſtance. 

9. How from Montaniſts, and their Mon. 

taniſme ? 

A. By helding that the per(ons in the God. 
bead are three, and diſtintt, thas the (+. 
— marriages are lawfull. 

9, How from Nonatxs and his followers, 
the Cathariſts, or Puritans, and Nouati- 
AS. 

A. By granting that the unfeined penitent, 
after their falls ( though to the aenying of 
Chriſ* ) are Jet vpon their r-Dentance, it 
berecrned araine into the Chexch, T hat 
we doe not affeT ro becalled pure, or Pwi- 
fans, niither doe appropriate paritie. to our 
; ſedwns befor» others, 

©. Bow fromthe Donatilts ? 

a Byholding that the wicked pollute not it: 
: Gedly in receluing the Sacrament. EB 
baprt/me ts true baptiſme out of their 4/ 
{emblirs ; That one once baptiſea need 110? 
tobe baptiſe ed againe ; That the wertuc of 
the Sacrament, ac pendeth not 0p0® the 

ore 
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worthine(ſe of the Minſter. 

O. How from Pelagians ? 

A.By holding that mans uatnre is corrupt b 7 
Adams fall, That we all are borne in Ori- 

inall fnne; That we bane not power in and 
of onr ſebues to beleenc, and to will and 
worke ont our owne /aluation. 

2. How from eAnabaptiſts ? 

A, By allowing that children of belzeniy 
parents are to be baptiſed; That children 
are borze with inbred corruptions, that e- 
leflion 1s before all time, that predeſtinati- 
ou is uot of all to life, but of ſome, and theſe 
of his meere mercie, and not condirwnally, 
ifthey repent and beleene. That the elect} 
called aud inſtsficd ftand ſo by the grace 
and power of God, and not pon their owne 
will, neither can they fall away totally nor 
finally; That HMapiſtracie ts allowed of 

God,and the Miniſtery is a calling of God, 
and diſtinty aſſigned onely to ſome to ex. 
ecnte the ſame. 

©.How from Brownſt; and Separatiſts and 
their Schi/me. 

A. By keeping the wnitie of the Spirit in the 
bond of lone with other Churches : diſclat- 
»ing viterly popular gowernment , and 4 
ſingularly bold m_ of interpreting holy 


Scriptnres 
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Scriptures differing from the pemtyal! 
indgement of the Learned and Godly in the 
Char ch of Chr sf} 6 

Q. How from Libertines? 

A.By renerently eſterming of holy Scripture:, 
making them the Rule of my life, and not 
mine owne dr+ ame? nor thefantaſie of my 
owne ſpirit, by which they indge any thing 
ro be lawſull,and to be done withont checke 
of Conſcience, though the ſame in other 
mens indgement bee newer ſo wicked, and 
alſo pad in Scrip:ures, becauſe ſay 
they, it 1 by naturall miclination, 

9. How fromthe Familie of Lone? 

As By holding propriety of {rw Iarfnll, aud 
not a Communitie, and that 1 am not one 
perſon, as I am a Chriſtian, and another 
a: 1 ama Citizen, outwardly yeelding ts 
any Religion, ſo bee it that ſecretly I keepe 
mine owne Religion within my ſelfe. 

9. How from Opinionifts ? 

A. By anoiding ngultaritie of opinion,comit- 
ting humbly my conception of minde ener 
to the indgement and common receineds- 
pinion of the Chnrch, 

©. How from all Sefarresand Noweliſts ? 

A. By keeping my ſtanding in the Ancient 
Catholike weritie, 

RP ®.How 
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9, How fromthe Jbiquitaries ? 

A. By denying, conſubſtantiation and belet. 
wing that Teſus Chriſt according to his bu- 
manitie ts only in Heanen,there remaining 
ontill his ſecond comming , though in the 
meane fpace,( hrift as Gods exery where, 

9. But how from the Papiſts ? 

A, By gining to Jeſus ( brift bus fell and due 
glory, communicable to neither men nor 
Angels. 

9. 1s this then the maine difference be- 
tweene vs and them, intheir robbing him 

of his glory ? | 

A. Ter weridy: For if I hold and beleene Teſus 
Chrift tobe, that which indeed he ts, and 

that 1 doe not impart his glory to any 0- 
ther, I can nener be a Papilt. 

9. In how many things conſiſts this his 
glory ? | 

A. Infoxre things principally. 

I, If I doe hold and beleene, that Teſus C brift 
« onely and alone the ſpirituall Head of 
his Charch, ſending his holy Spirit to bee 
onely bis gencrall Vicar, and not any mortall 
man: for this cats off the prond blaſpie- 
mos Goliahs head, the Popes uſurped ſu- 
premacir, and all that dependeth there- 
DON, 
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11. That Teſws Chrift i onely and aloxe th: 
Law-giner to our conſciences and hy; writ. 
ten Word the onely infallible rule of all bt; 
worſhip and ſeruice, | 

For thus cuts off their traditionall word, al! 
the Popes lawes , andinfimte humane in. 
VEntions , burthening the conſciences of 
Papiſts. 

111. That Teſs { hrift is the onely and alone 
HMedtator of Interceſſion,as well as of Re. 
demption betweene God and ws, 

For thus cuts off their idolatrous praying te 
the Virgin Mary, Saints and Angels. 
IV. That leſus Chrift is the ontly and alone 
Samtonr, by the meanes of his paſſion paci- 
Jying Gods wrath, and purchaſing for v: 


in Heaurn an eternall Inheritance. 


For this cats «ff (not good workes done is 


thankfulnſſe & inobedience)but the con- 
ceit of meriting by them; alſo the damnes 
igoll of the JAaſſe, that pretended wnblio- 
dy [acrifice, all [atisfattory pennance and 
puniſhment to God; this allo quent heth ont 
tie fire of purgatorie , ard quite mwerre!! 
the Popes Market, 

2. How doe you difference your lelte fro: 
all will-wor ſhippers ? 

bt, By conftantly ſerning God , onely as hee 


prefer: 
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preſcribeth and commandeth in his Word, 
without any additions of men, as part of 
his worſh1p. 

9.Now becaule euen inthe true Church,all 
that profeſle rhe Goſpell in peaccable 

dayes, are yet not right, let mee demand 

{me Queltions, touching ſome ſuch: 

How difference you your fs from Hy- 

pocyres F 

A. By ſerning God inwardly, as well as ont- 

waraly, and performing to my Neighbour 

all duties of jone,being ginen to good works 
readily and that without vaine-adory, 

9. Now howfrom a Newtral#} ? 

A, By being conſciably confident of the truth 
of my Religion, and not go halting berweene 
Two opmions. 

9. How from Temporizers ? 

A. By being one and the ſame conftantly at all 
nes, 

Y How from CHachtianel-bke Polititians ? 
h. By bauing my will ſwayed by good reaſon, 
everrnled by the power of Religion. 

2. Ho w from Luke. warme Laodiceans? 

'\.By bring a Proteſtant ener mearneſ?. fer- 
ently 2e4lows inmy Chritians profeſſion, 

1h {ound [udjement, 

Y How from Prophane per/ons ? ; 


Cz A. By 
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A. By bawing now s an holy eftimation of 
| Rehigion, of Gods Word, Miniftery, Sacra. 


ments, Prayer and all dinine Ordinance: 
Q. How from all ob#inate Impenitents ? 
A. By willingly learning , humbly ſubmitting 
10,0 admitting of whol:ſomereproofes fa 
my reformation wherein ſoewer 1 doe 4. 
a11{e 


©. How from preſumptuous ſinners ? 
A. By an awefull fexre of God, enenbecanſe 
i gracions and merciful. 
. How from Hopeteſſe defþerates ? 

A. By laying hold faFt on the mercies of Goa 
in Chriit , and belcening the promuſe: of 
Salnation made to vs in him. 

. How from the carnall Securitans ? 

A. By dayly examining my wayes, by loxing 

and longing for the appearing of Teſus 
Chriſt , and by wayting with preparation 
for death, and the laſt iudgement Day, 
which the Lerd haſten, and end theſe our 
dayes of fnning that in glory we may praiſe 
him exerlaſtingly. Amen, Amen, 
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